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just seems that the child did not learn a word all year, and his
or her behavior has not im:proved, either.

The same is true for parents. Sometimes we feel that our
children seem to be regressing instead of progressing.

Our natural instinct is to “lay down the law” with our chil-
dren. We want to rebuke them and make them aware of how
frustrated we are at their lack of progress.

Butbefore delivering a harsh lecture to a child, we have to
evaluate him or her very carefully. Is there really no advance-
ment whatsoever? Perhaps this child just isn't capable of
progressing at the same rate as others, but is progressing at
his or her own rate.

If we take the time to assess each child carefully, we will
usually find progress even in the children who give us the
most difficulty. And despite all the frustration we feel from
such children, we have to be willing to give credit when credit
is due, and compliment them whenever they act positively.
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